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PREFACE 



Before commencing the perusal of these pages, 
the reader may find it useful to be put in possession 
of some of its principal features. A close inspec- 
tion of the List of Contents would no doubt outline 
the information; yet it may not be inappropriate 
for the general reader to have the chief lines 
briefly traced, and the aim the writer had in view 
indicated. 

The book will fall into the hands of at least 
two classes of readers : those who, accepting in a 
general way the ecclesiastical tradition that Thomas 
the Apostle had preached the Gospel in India, 
desiderate that the subject should be threshed out 
and placed on a solid historical basis; others — 
and these may be the more numerous — who look 
upon such traditions as legendary and void of 
foundation, and therefore give no further thought 
to the subject. 

The writer, who held the former opinion, ven- 
tures to offer the result of his researches on the 
question ; he hopes the treatment of the Apostle’s 
connection with India here submitted may be of 
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PREFACE 



interest to both classes of readers, and helpful to 
the formation of a correct opinion. 

The inquiry opens with the earlier contact of 
St Thomas with India ; this would fall within the 
period that may be termed the first tour of his 
apostolate, when he conveyed the glad tidings of 
the Gospel to the Parthians, as the oldest written 
record attests. It would have been then that he 
came in contact with Gondophares, the Parthian, 
who, during the middle of the first century a.d., 
ruled over Afghanistan and the borderland of 
India. 

The subject is, next, more fully discussed in a 
close examination of all available records supplied 
by the East and the West having reference to 
the Apostle and his mission to India. 

It is confidently hoped that the evidence ad- 
duced will uphold the truth of the tradition that 
Thomas suffered martyrdom in India : thence it 
will follow that his tomb ought to be found in India. 
In fact a long chain of witnesses will be produced 
extending from the sixth century to the landing 
of the Portuguese on the shores of India, attesting 
that the tomb was really in Mylapore. 

The subsequent history of the Remains of the 
Apostle will show that, at an early period, these 
had been removed from India to Edessa; evidence 
from the writings of the Fathers will attest that 
they were known to repose in that city during the 
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fourth century ; and that, in fact, they remained 
there until the city was sacked and destroyed by 
the rising Moslem power. 

To remove all doubt as to whether the Apostle 
Thomas was the first to evangelise India, the 
claims brought forward on behalf of certain alleged 
Apostles of India are likewise submitted to a close 
scrutiny. 

This closes the historical part of the Inquiry. 
The reader will find what is historical and what 
is traditional regarding the Apostle classified in 
the Index under the word “ Thomas.” 

In the course of the previous discussion men- 
tion had to be made more than once of the story 
which has come to us regarding the Apostle named 
the “Acts of Thomas.” These form part of a 
class of writings known as the “ Apocryphal Acts 
of the Apostles.” It had not been the writer’s 
original intention to handle this subject separately ; 
but, later, it appeared advisable to undertake it in 
order to ascertain what further historical data it 
might yield beyond that of St Thomas’s contact 
with King Gondophares ; and also because this 
class of literature has of late years claimed the 
attention of several scholars both in England and 
in Germany. 

As Professor Carl Schmidt has made a special 
study of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles, it 
will be interesting to learn the outcome of his 
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special researches in this line. He deals 1 with 
a group of the Acts of Peter, John, Andrew, and 
Thomas ; those of Paul he reserves, but has since 
treated them very fully in a new work.* He 
commences by making it clear that Lipsius had 
wrongly assigned an heretical origin to the above 
writings, and he blames him for adducing the 
authority of Philastrius in support of that view, 
which, he says, Lipsius had done by giving a 
wrong punctuation to the words of Philastrius and 
by interpolating words of his own into the text 
of the former. For this statement the authority 
of Zahn is cited in support. The Professor next 
gives his own views on the original texts ; he 
admits that some had been manipulated, but main- 
tains that such additions and corrections as were 
made did not so alter the writings as not to allow 
the primitive text to be clearly discerned — in fact, 
remained transparent, is his expression ; further, 
the matter introduced was not so extensive as to 
change the substance of the writings. He then 
goes on to say that he has the greatest confidence 
and is very optimistic in regard to the faithful 
transmission of the ancient texts so far as they 
have come down at present. He draws also a 
comparison between the present state of the text 

1 A l ten Petruskaten im Zusammenhang der Apocryphen Apostel- 
litteratur , Leipzig, 1903, p. 73, ff. 

* Acta Pauli , Leipzig, 1904. 
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of these Acts and that of those of the Martyrs, 
and concludes to the effect that no deliberate cor- 
rections or alterations had been made with a view 
to change the nature of the texts, but that what 
was done was due to the arbitrary act of indi- 
viduals, or to the personal taste of amanuenses, or 
of translators. 

After a full discussion of the Acts of Peter, he 
passes to review those of John (of all writings of 
this class these are held by some as of undoubted 
Gnostic origin); he then formulates his general 
opinion (p. 1 29) : “ My discussion has been longer 
than I expected; but I have full confidence that 
more accurate researches will support my thesis 
for the catholic character of the Acts of John, 
provided we keep in view the peculiarities of their 
ideas, their age, and their origin. However, be- 
fore all else, I wish to insist that we should not 
work with general Gnostic ideas [in our minds], 
nor should we forget the deep and radical differ- 
ences which, at bottom, separate the writings of a 
Gnostic mind from those of a catholic. A Gnostic 
romance of the Apostles is to me a phantom.” 

It would not be a difficult task to compile a 
long list of ancient documents which had once 
been rejected as apocryphal and legendary, but 
have since been acknowledged as reliable and his- 
torical documents. We submit, on this subject, 
the opinion of another modern scholar of great 
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